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Student Viola V chose to focus on her childhood fear of dolls, exploring the uncomfortable and uneasy feelings she associated with this.

"My body of work is all connected by the theme of portraying childhood fears, channeled within the image of the dolls. | developed and explored my initial idea by researching
into ancient rituals with dolls, into childhood fears of inanimate objects coming to life, into the effect on children or even adults of figures that look like, but are not, humans and
then linked it all back to my own personal experiences."

An attentive study of artists such as Louise Bourgeois, Hanna Hoch, and Mark Ryden helped her to then conceive of an installation for displaying her own work, incorporating
video, sound, lighting and shadows to create a specific atmosphere to unsettle the viewer. Viola was awarded a 6 for her exhibition grade ( 26/30). Once again, hats off to her
fine teacher Nicola Shears at St Louis School in Milan!

View a selection of Violas exhibition work in the slideshow below
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Viola's Curatorial Rationale
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My project began with an observational study in graphite of two dolls; at that point | had no idea of the way my work would develop.
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The whole concept underneath my artwork is not only in portraying the ugly and darker side of dolls, but is also to transmit childhood fears by challenging the viewer’s perception of “reality”.
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